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MADCaP Authorship Guidelines – v.1.2019 
 
 
The goal of this document is to provide guidance to project leads about appropriate 
designation of authorships for manuscripts and other publications. This document should 
serve as a guide for the allocation of authors, but the final authorship list and order must 
be agreed upon by all authors. 
 
A. Author Groups 
The Writing Team:  The writing team should be designated at the time of the project 
(paper) concept submission.  The members will be designated at the discretion of the 
project PI and their immediate project collaborators. However, additional authors may be 
included as their contribution warrants after the time of the concept submission.  In this 
case, the concept should be updated to include new names to the writing committee. 
 
Typical writing team members may include: 

• The PI(s) of the concept. 
• Those who are expected to make substantial contributions to editing and writing 

the text, including substantive review of the final manuscript. 
• Statisticians and analysts who made substantive contributions to the science. 

 
Center-specific authors:  Center-specific authors are those that have contributed to the 
research in addition to those who are members of the writing team. Projects may consider 
either of two models for center-specific authors, at the discretion of the writing team and 
in consultation with the DAAC if necessary: 
 

• Model 1: Data Independent Authorship: Each center will be allowed equal 
authorships regardless of the number of observations included in the analytical 
sample.  Each center will be allowed to name up to 4 authors. 

 
• Model 2: Data Dependent Authorship: Each center will be allowed authorships 

based on the number of observations included in the analytical sample.  Each 
center will be allowed 1 author for the PI (or their designate) and 1 additional author 
for every 150 participants in the analysis.  For example: 

 
 Total Cases/ 

Controls in 
the Database 

Total Cases/ 
Controls 
included in 
analysis  

PI 
Authorship 
Allotment 

Additional center-
specific authors 
allowed based on 
data contribution 

Maximum* 
center 
authors 
allowed 

Center 1 350 199 1 0 1 
Center 2 800 750 1 4 5 
Center 3 250 250 1 1 2 
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Other considerations for center-specific authorships include: 
• Center-specific authorships are granted in addition to the members of the writing 

team. For the purposes of authorship, a center is defined as the source of the 
research material (data, biosamples). Members of centers who did not contribute 
research material may be part of the writing team but are otherwise not eligible for 
authorship on the specific manuscript. 

• Each center PI can determine which center members receive named authorship, 
up to the maximum allowed for the paper in question.  

• The PI is not required to be a named author.   
• The center PI’s are encouraged to rotate authorship among those who have 

contributed to the research in different papers.   
• *The center is not required to name the maximum number of authors; fewer than 

the maximum is acceptable. 
 
B. Authorship Guidelines 
The following statements represent guidelines for authorship that should be followed on 
all MADCaP papers.  However, the actual authors to be included, and their order, can be 
discussed at the time of the collaboration and writing the paper.  All project leads are 
expected to provide an author list and author inclusion statement at the initiation of the 
project.  Issues regarding authorship will be referred to the Data Access Approvals 
Committee (DAAC) for discussion. 
 

• Named authors should be capable of explaining the study design, methods, and 
results in a public forum.  All others can be acknowledged but not given a named 
authorship. 

• The authorship order for writing team members should be determined at the 
initiation of the paper concept.  However, changes to the authorship agreement 
can be made later in the research process to recognize additional contributions not 
known at the time of the project initiation, or to remove authors who have not 
contributed as agreed upon. 

• The additional center-specific authors will be listed in alphabetical order.  The lead 
authors of papers can also determine if contributions to the work merit an author 
order that differs from alphabetical order. 

• Typically, the order of authors will be 1) members of the writing team who took 
primary responsibility for the analysis and manuscript writing, 2) center-specific 
authors, and 3) senior members of the writing team. 

o The first author will be the individual primarily responsible for overseeing 
the results (possibly having done the analysis) and manuscript writing. 

o The senior author should be the individual primarily responsible for the 
scientific oversight and direction of the research.  This may include bringing 
the writing team together, providing funding support, etc. 

o Corresponding author is typically the PI of the project proposal concept. 
• Joint first or last authorships are permitted, contingent upon journal rules.  First/last 

and joint first/last authorships should attempt to include African colleagues as 
appropriate based on contributions. 

 


